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aeidL Lister began dipping bandages and ligatures used in
suicgery in this solution. Instruments were dipped in carbolic
actd'; acid was poured into wounds, gauze was similarly-treated.
Gradually he noticed a decline in the cases of infection.
He introduced a method of draining abscesses using a
rubber tube in the abscess, for flow of secretions.
Thus Joseph Lister gradually revolutionalised the concepts
of asepsis with his theory of antiseptic technique. He applied
Louis Pasteur's germ theory. He concluded: that micro-organ-
isms caused infection of wounds.
Notwithstanding the teething troubles in convincing
people on a discovery* he put forth his views vehemently. His
article, "On the Antiseptic Principle in the Practice of Surgery"
(1867), however, was not initially accepted in England or the
United States.
Opposition to the views of a discoverer is not unusual to
be vehement in the beginning, but gradually with passage of
time truth is established. Truth triumphs.
No less a person of eminence than Queen Victoria under-
went surgery in the hands of Lister.
He was the President of Royal Society from 1895 to 1900,
and was one of the first 12 members of the Order of Merit. He
was made a baron by Queen Victoria. Mr. Lister became Lord
Lister.